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1. USING A GUITAR AS A
REMOTE CONTROL

Polynesian societies have rhythm as an
integral part of their culture. It can now be said
that karaoke has become an integral part of
Asian society.

Whitireia Community Polytechnic has a
high proportion of both Polynesian and Asian
students. Itis my belief that providing mediums
to which these students are already familiar
will aid the learning process and at the same
time add some fun to learning.

At present a musical keyboard can be used
as an input device for a computer, therefore
other instruments such as guitars can be used
as controllers (Figure 1).
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2. CONTROLLING WINDOWS
APPLICATIONS

Guitars allow the operator to use combinations of
four or five fingers.

Most software applications today have four
standard pull down menus, which are File, Edit, Tools
and Help.

The File menu New option could be used to either
open an application or open an existing file. Other
standard options would be Save, Print, Send to, Close
and Exit.

The Edit menu would have generic options e.g.
cut, copy and paste. The Tools menu would depend
on the application in focus or in current use. The Help
menu would also be standard to all applications loaded
into the Guitar Remote Window.

The thumb can be used to tab between applications
(Figure 2).

Figure 2



3. CONTROLLING DAILY CLASS
SCHEDULES

Upon opening the Guitar Remote Window
Calendar application the four fingers become the
controls for daily classes between 8am - 5pm. Clicking
your thumb in Daily Calendar Mode will switch the
User to Weekly Mode (Figure 3).

Figure 3

4, CONTROLLING WORKING
WEEK SCHEDULES

Once in Weekly Calendar Mode, the standard
working week is shown. A double click on Monday
will return the User to Daily mode (Figure 4).
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5. WEEKLY TIMETABLE

Each class time slot is shown as a unique icon
that can be associated with the module (Figure 5).

Each icon can in turn be clicked on allowing
several links to be available:

¢ Course Outline
¢ Tutor Lesson Plan
¢ Lesson Documentation
¢ Links to course material
¢ Assessment Schedule
¢ Resource Bookings
¢ Student Calendar
¢ Speakers, Visits, Outings etc.
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6. SEMESTER MARKINGS

Student results can be fed into a background
database for further control by the guitar remote
(Figure 6).

REFERENCES

Eales A.A, (2001). Innovation through Midi:
Developing windows MIDI Applications, paper
delivered to NACCQ Annual Conference Napier;
Published in Conference Proceedings, NACCQ
pp.255-258.

Marzano J, Pickering D.J, Pollock J.E, (2001).
Classroom Instruction that works, Research-
based Strategies for Increasing Student
Achievement, ASCD (Association for Supervision
& Curriculum Development).

McLean M, (1996). Maori Music.

Muehlherr & Siermann, (1996).

Willoughby, Desmarias, Wood, Sims & Kalra,
(1997). Generating mental pictures.

Sefridge-Field, (1997). Beyond MIDI: The Handbook
of Musical Codes. MIT Press

Tongariro G, (2000). Communication with Students
from Other Cultures, paper delivered to NACCQ
Annual Conference Wellington July; Published in
Conference Proceedings, NACCQ pp. 395-397

Ypma H, (1996). Pacific Island







